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be mentioned, that some time after 
the appoititinenl of a committee for 
forwartling the abolition of the Slave- 
trade, a resolution was made, that 
Granville Sharp, Esq. be appointed 
chairman. Thisappoinlmeiit, though 
now first formally made in the mi- 
nute-book, was always understood 
to have taken place ; but the mo- 
desty of Mr, Sharp was such, that, 
though repeatedly pressed, he would 
never consent to take the chair, and 
be generally refrained from coming 
into the room, tilt after he knew it 
to be taken. Nor could he be pre- 
vailed upon, even afier this resolu- 
tion, to alter his comlucl : for though 



he continued to sign the papers, 
which were handed to him by virtue 
of holdin<5 this office, he never was 
once seated as the chairman during 
the twenty years in which he at- 
tended at these meetings. Con- 
scious, that he engaged in the cause 
of his fellow creatures, solely upon 
the sense of his duly as a Christian, 
he seems to have supposed, either 
that He had done nothing extraordi< 
nary to merit a distinction, or to 
have been fearful, lest the accep- 
tance of it should bring a stain upon 
the motive, on which alone he un- 
dertook it. 



DETACHED ANECDOTES AND OBSERVATIONS. 



NONCHAt.ANCE OF POLISHED SOCIETY. 

WHEN Madame de DetFa'nt was 
dying, three of her dearest 
friends used to come and play cards 
by the side of her couch ; and as 
she unpolitely died in the middle 
of a very interesting game, they 
quietly played it out, and settled 
their accounts before leaving the 
apartment. Such is the friendship 
of persons who live in what Is called 
polished society. Indeed the pas- 
sion for cards, and ihe many frivo- 
lous amusements which are supposed 
essentially necessary to the happi- 
ness even of persotis whose intellec- 
tual endowments are above nie.lio- 
rrily, tends to absorb the finer feel- 
int;s implanted in the human mind, 
and to prevent the smallest approach 
to rationaliiv. 

G.F. 

CHOICE OF A WIFE. 

So common was the desire to have 
& quiet humble font for a wile, that a 
learned Doctor of ih<^ taw, in Scot- 
land, who bad studied books more 



than the human heart, imagined 
that he wanted a wife ; but then 
he must have one that would not 
talk much. Accordingly he looked 
out for a stupid and ignorant wo- 
man, because he had laid it down 
as an incontrovertible maxim, that a 
sensible, well-informed woman would 
necessarily lalk him to death. 
Having examined, for some time, 
his various female acquaintance, he 
at length selected, as the object of 
his choice, a girl who was seldofn 
or never heard to utter a syllable, 
but who sat in solemn and gloomy 
silence during the whole lime that 
her mother aud sisters were talking 
a.vay with all their might. The 
learned l>>ctor, however, had been 
mariied only a few days, when he 
went, vvilh a doleful face, to com- 
plain to his bride's mother, that her 
danyhler's tongue was never at re>t, 
and liCirged earnestly to know what 
could be done : for he was prevent- 
ed t'ldni sHidjiuii;, and from think- 
ing. The mother, who was a pru- 
dent womiii, replied, " Depend up- 
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OQ it. Sir, a foolish and an ignorant 
■woman is never qiiel, it" she can 
be!{) it ; and it" she knows notiiing 
she must talk nonsense : and ttiis is 
s> obvious to the plainest unilcr- 
standing, that I won-ler learned men 
ha?e never yet ionnd it out. Wo- 
men, in proportion as their minils 
are cultivatcil, h;ive resources iu 
themselves, and can be silent when 
silence is necessary ; hut when a 
woawn is i<;norant, she innst always 
be talking. Had you not chosen the 
weakest aod silliest of iiU my daugh- 
ters for a wife ; one who, when she 
sonke, showed so much diilliiess and 
ignorance, that vve gave her a strict 
charge to be sileiU until she was 
married, or she would never get a 
husband ; but had yuu told_ me you 
wanted a companion for life, 1 would 
have chosen you one of my daugh- 
ters, who would have rendered you 
respectable and happy, because she 
has sense." 

G.F. 

OBSERVATIONS OS A STCGULAIl PHS- 
NOMENOS CALI.1.D THE Si'ECrnE OF 
THE BROKKK. HV J. U. JORDAN. 
FKOM GOTTISGISCHES JOUKNAL DER 
NATUaWISSESSCHAFTEN, BY J, F. 
GMELIN. 

In the course of my repeated 
tours through the Harz*, I ascended 
the Bioken twelve dstterent limes ; 
but I had liie ijood fortune only 
twice (both !i;i!es abom whitsuntide) 
to see t!i-.U ainios|ihfric phenomenon 
calif ii the Spectre of the Broken, 
which appears to me worthy of par- 
ticular attention, as it munl, no doubt, 
be observed on other hi^ih mountains 
which have a siiuaiion favourable 
fur producing it. 

The first time I was deceived by 
this extraordinary phenomenon, I 
had clambered up to the summit of 



• The Harz mouBtains ar« in Hanover, 



the Broken, very early in the morn- 
ing, in order to wait there for the 
inexpressibly beautiful view of the 
rising s»in in the east The heavens 
were already streaked with red ; the 
sun was just appearing above the 
horizon in full majesty, and the 
ntost perfect serenity prevailed 
throughout the surrounding country, 
when the other Harz mountains in 
the south-west, towards the Worm 
mountains, &c. lying under the 
Broken, began to be covered by 
thick clouds. Ascending at that mo- 
ment the granite rocks called Teuf- 
elskanzel, there appeared before 
me, though at a great distance, to- 
wards the Worm mountains and the 
Achiermainnsholie, the gigantic fi- 
gure of a nsan, as if standing on a 
large pedestal. But scarcely had I 
discovered it when it began to dis- 
appear ; the clouds sunk down speed, 
ily and expanded, and I savv the 
phenomenon no more. 

The second tinae, however, I saw 
this spectre somewhat more distinct- 
ly, a little below the summit of the 
Broken, and near the Heinrichifaohe, 
as I was looking at the sun rising 
about four o'clock in the morning ; 
the sky towards the level country 
was pretty clear, but the Haiz 
roonniains had attracted several thick 
plouds, which had been hovering 
around them, and .which beginning 
to settle on the Broken, coufitied the 
prospect. In these clouils soon af- 
ter the rising of the sun, I saw my 
own shadov, of nmnstrous size, 
nit>ve itself lor a couple of seconds 
exactly as I moved ; bn.t 1 was soon 
involved in clouds and the pheaome- 
non disappeared. 

It is itnptjssible to see this pheno- 
menon, except when the sun is at 
such an altitude as to throw his rays 
upon the body in a horizoniai direc- 
tion ; for, if be is hic^ber, the sha- 
dow is thrown raihti uadt^r the body 
than btiure it. 
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III llie nioiiti) of Sepiember last 
%-ear, aa I was making a tourthniutjh 
the Harz with a very agreeable par- 
IV, and ascended the Broken, I 
found an excellent account and ex- 
planation of this pheuomenon, as 
Ffen by Mr. Haue on the 23d of 
JMay, 1797, in his diary of an ex- 
cursion to tl^at raounlaiii. I shall 
therefore take the libt-rsy of tran- 
scribing it. " After having been 
here for the thirtieth liine," says M. 
Haue, " and, besides other objects 
of my attention, having procured 
inforraalion re^ipeciing the above- 
mentioned atmospheric phencunenon, 
1 was at length so fortnnate as to 
liave the pleasure of seeing it ; and 
perhaps my description tnay afiiird 
satisfaction to others who visit the 
Broken through curiosity. The sun 
rose about four o'clock, and, the at- 
mosphere being quite serene towards 
the east, his rays could pass with- 
out any obstrution over the Hein- 
richshohe, a brisk west wind car- 
ried before it thin transparent va- 
pours, which were not yet condens- 
ed into thick heavy clouds. 

" About a quarter past four I went 
towanis the inn, and looked around 
to see whether the atmosphere would 
permit me to have a free prospect 
to the south-west; when I observed, 
at a very great distance towards Ach- 
termannshohe, a human figure of 
monstrous size. A violent gust of 
wind having aldibst carried away 
niy hat, I clapped my hand to it by 
moving my arm towards my head, 
and the colossal figure did the sarue. 
" The pleasure which I felt on 
this discovery can hardly be des- 
cribed ; fur I had already walked 
niany a weary step in the hopes of 
seeing thjs shadowy image, without 
beiu{,'able to gratify my curiosity. 
1 iui mediately made another move- 
ment by bending my body, and the 
cplussal figure before me repealed it. 
1 was desirous of doing the same 
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tiling once more, but ray rr^ilossas 
vanished. 1 rem.iined in the same 
posiiion, vi'aiting to see whether it 
would return, and in a I'ew minutes 
itaiiain made its appearar.ce oii thij 
A( hiermsnnsliohe. I pjid my res.- 
pects to it a second time, and it did 
the s.ira:: to ine. 1 then called the 
landlord of the Briiken ; and having 
both taken the same portion wiiich 
I had taken alone, we looked to- 
wards the xichlermannsholie, but 
saw nothing. We had not, howe- 
ver, stood long, when two such col- 
los5al figures were farmed over the 
above eminence, which repeated 
nur ci>m;ili!nents by be.^ding lhe;r 
b'idits as we did ; after vihicli they 
vanished. We retained our posi- 
tion ; kept our eyes fixed on the 
same spot, and in aiiltle the two fi- 
gtjres again stood before us, and 
were joined by a third. Every 
moveiiient that we made by bend- 
ing our bodies these figures imitated, 
but with this difference, that the 
phenomenon was soraeiimes weak 
and faint, soiuetimes strong and 
well dtfined." Having thus had an 
opportuniiy of discovering the whole 
secret of this phenouienon, I can 
give the following information to 
such of my readers as may be desir- 
ous of seeinj^ it themselves. When 
the rlsini; sui), and aciordiug to a- 
nalogy the case will be the same at 
the setting sun, throws his rays over 
the Broken upon the bixly of a man 
sianding opposite to fine light cloud.s 
floating around or hovering past lii.il, 
he needs only fix his eyes stedfasliy 
upoti them, and, in all probability, 
he will see the singular spectacle of 
his own shidow extending to the 
length of five or sx hucidred feet, 
at ttie distance of about two miles be- 
fore liiin. Tiiis is one of tlie must 
agreeable pht-nomena I ever liad an 
ojiporiunity of rerairkj ig on fhe 
great iib.-:crvi\tnry of Gf rmany." 

Phthiojiltkal Mug. Vol. I. 
F f 



